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Week of October 30, 2023
Upcoming Dates

Oct. 31 Fall Dance
School Spirit Wear Orders - last day for free shipping to school

Nov. Hindu Heritage Month

Nov. 1 Gr. 8s visiting Alexander Mackenzie Secondary School

Nov. 2-9 Holocaust Education Week

Nov. 3 Picture Day

Nov. 6-20 Terra Cotta Cookie Dough Fundraiser - details to follow

Nov. 8 School Council Meeting 6:30 PM

Nov. 10 Remembrance Day assembly at 11:30 AM
Nov. 16 (PM) and
Nov. 17 (AM) Parent teacher conferences - more info to follow

Nov. 28 Gr. 7 and 8 Immunization Clinic

VDPS Website and Calendar
YRDSB 2023-2024 School Year Calendar

Holocaust EducationWeek
The week of November 2nd to 9th marks the annual Holocaust Education Week.
Learning about the Holocaust in classrooms, schools, and workplaces across the
YRDSB is critical to countering antisemitism and other forms of hate.

The Holocaust was the systemic, state-sponsored persecution and murder of six
million Jewish people by the Nazi regime and its allies, and it’s critical that we not
allow this cruel chapter of modern history to fade frommemory. During
Holocaust Education Week, we also want to acknowledge that people of colour,
the Romas, people with physical disabilities, and those who identify as
2SLGBTQI+, among others, were targeted and murdered by the Nazis. As one
means of working towards a world free of intolerance, racism, discrimination,
and hatred, educators are encouraged to discuss the Holocaust and the many
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people who put their lives on the line in the face of antisemitism and other forms
of hate.

Our students will participate in age appropriate learning during Holocaust
Education Week.

School Council - Fall Dance Oct. 31

Our VDPS School Council is helping to organise a Fall
Dance scheduled for Tuesday, October 31. Students
will rotate through the gym for an active period of
dancing and fun. Everyone will also be offered a snack
and a glow stick. We will have an alternate space and
activities available for students who do not want to
participate in the dance. More details to follow.

Halloween
Regular teaching and learning will make up most of
the day on Tuesday, October 31. For students who wish
to celebrate Halloween at school by dressing in costume, please keep these
reminders in mind:

● No replica weapons of any kind are allowed.
● Costumes should be respectful of others. Symbols or objects

representative of a person’s culture or religious beliefs should not be worn
as a costume.

● Students may wish to wear orange/black or autumn colours instead of
costumes.

● No Halloween masks may be worn.
● Students will not be able to use washrooms to change into costumes, so

they should wear something that is comfortable and appropriate for
outdoor play during recess.

● Treats and other food items may not be shared.
● After Halloween, please remember to keep all snacks containing nuts at

home.

Hindu HeritageMonth
On December 8, 2016, the province of Ontario designated November as Hindu
Heritage Month as outlined in the Hindu Heritage Month Act. November 2022
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marked Canada’s first official Hindu Heritage month. Hindus first arrived in
Canada at the beginning of the 20th century.
During various waves of immigration, Hindus from all parts of the world
continued to make Canada their home from the 1960s to present day. Canada is
the proud home to nearly 830,000 Canadians of Hindu heritage, and many have
settled in the Greater Toronto Area, including York Region.

School Start-Up Forms
If you haven’t already done so, please complete the School Start-Up forms as
soon as possible. We require these forms for many aspects of school
programming. They can be found here: https://startupforms.yrdsb.ca/

PA Day - November 17

Please see below for information about the next Professional Activity Day.

Length: Full Day
Topic: Report Card Preparation, Reporting to Parents, Ongoing Communication
Entity Hosting: All Elementary Schools
Presenter(s)/Facilitator(s): Parent/Teacher Interviews onsite
Description: Parent/Teacher Interview on site. Full Day of Professional activities
focused on reporting to parents and ongoing communication regarding student
achievement and well-being, involving Parent/Teacher Interviews.

AMessage fromYork Region Public Health
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School SpiritWear

School Spirit Wear for 2023-2024 is
available on our School SpiritWear
Store . Orders placed by October 31st are
eligible for free shipping to the school.
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Workshops and Events

Register Here
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